
The Last Survivor 
by Grayden M. Paul, Jr. 

To the best of my knowledge, Raymond Luther Paul, my great grandfather, was the 

last surviving confederate soldier to have served at Fort Macon when it fell on April 25, 
1862 during the Civil war. This is his story. 
 

Raymond Luther was born in Vanceboro, Craven County, North Carolina on 
January 26, 1843.  The son of William Luther and Unity Lee Paul, he was the oldest of 
twelve children raised on a farm on Goose Creek about three miles from Vanceboro. 
 

At the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Raymond and one of his brothers, 
Eddie, went to New Bern to enlist in the Confederate Army. Eighteen year-old Raymond 
enlisted as a Private COB, 1st Regiment North Carolina Artillery and Engineers on 
June 12, 1861. He was mustered into service on July 2, 1861 at Fort Macon, NC. 
Company muster rolls show Private RL Paul was present from July 2, 1861 to February 
28, 1862. On April 26, 1862, after the Fort was captured by Federal forces, Paul was 
paroled along with the rest of the officers and enlisted men at Fort Macon. 
 

Just before the attack on Fort Macon, the garrison was reduced to five artillery 
companies, all from North Carolina including two from Carteret County. The fort 
commandant was Col. Moses J. White of Mississippi. He was 27 years old and ranked 
number two in the West Point Class of 1858. On April 25, 1862 Federal batteries opened 
fire on the fort. The Confederates responded with at least twenty-five of their fifty-four 
guns which could bear on the positions.  Four vessels of the blockading fleet joined in 
from the ocean but the Fort’s guns quickly drove them off. Two ships suffered damage. 
Federal fire missed the fort for most of the morning due to obscuring battle smoke.  The 
turning point of the battle came when a Federal signal officer in Beaufort noticed this fact 
and signaled range corrections to the batteries. After noon every shot fired at the Fort  
struck it or exploded over it. The Fort had no mortars of its own and was unable to do 
much damage to the Federals in return. By 4:30 pm two of the Fort’s powder magazines 
were in danger of being hit and exploded by Federal shells. Rather than be blown up by 
their own gunpowder, the garrison had little choice but to surrender. Federal forces took 
possession of the Fort the next day, April 26, 1862. 
 

After the Federal forces took possession of the Fort, the captured Confederate 
soldiers were to be transferred to their home bases of Beaufort, Wilmington, New Bern 
and Goldsboro. Beaufort was under martial law during this period and many of the 
larger houses were taken over by the Federal forces.  The Easton house on the northwest 
corner of Front and Orange streets was headquarters for some Federal senior officers. The 
house is elevated with a large basement and, with the addition of iron bars on the doors, it 
was used as a holding area for some of the captured Confederate soldiers. One of these 
soldiers was Raymond L. Paul. 
 



Three generations of Pauls (L.to R.): Raymond, Luther and Grayden 
 

The Ward house, next to the Easton house, was headquarters for a ladies aide 
group, perhaps the very first organization of its kind. They recruited ladies from all over 
the county to help Confederate soldiers in any way they could.  One of these ladies, 
Fannie Styron of Davis, NC, took a fancy to Raymond and would often slip him an extra 
sandwich or two. 
 

However, before their relationship had time to amount to much, Raymond’s 
paroled company was sent back to New Bern. The troops were supposed to go home and 
subsequently be inducted into the Union Army. In some cases they were to be exchanged 
for Union prisoners. This was often the practice in the early years of the war as there 
were no established prisons and the respective military forces were scattered too thin to 
assume the job of handling prisoners. 
 

The records show that by September 1862 Raymond’s old Company B, 10 
regiment, Confederate Army was reformed and was operating in the Raleigh area. 
Raymond joined his old group around the middle of 1862. Company muster rolls for 
the rest of 1862 and 1863 show Raymond L. Paul as present, except when sick in the 
hospital in Raleigh.  On the company roll for November/December 1863 was the notation 
“deserted Nov 15, 1863.” 
 

Raymone’s brother, Eddie, joined 
another unit, Company B 61 Regiment, 
Confederate Army. After saying their 
goodbyes and splitting their remaining 
tobacco,the brothers separated. Raymond 
never saw his brother again. Eddie was 
captured by Union forces in Plymouth, 
NC on October 31, 1864 and was 
imprisoned at Fortress Monroe where he 
died on March 5, 1865. 
 

Records show that 
Raymond L. Paul enlisted in the Union Army, 2 Regiment NC infantry, on December 8, 
1863. Raymond was in a non-combatant role as a hospital steward or orderly during most 
of his stay in the Union army. He was promoted to Corporal in early 1864. In late 1864 
he was given a leave of absence and returned to Beaufort where he married Fannie Styron 
of Davis on October 22, 1864  Raymond was mustered out of the Union army on June 27, 
1865 at the end of the Civil War.  After the war, Raymond and his wife moved to Davis 
to build a new life out of the destruction left by the war. It would be hard for this modern 
generation with its surplus of plenty to even imagine the hardships people experienced 
during the reconstruction years following the civil war.  Fortunately, Raymond and 
Fannie were able to live with Fannie’s parents while Raymond went to work building a 
home of their own. He harvested trees, sawed lumber by hand and built a one-room house 
in which to live and raise a family. It was a difficult life. The house had no windows, just 
openings with shutters. At one end of the house was a fireplace for cooking and heat. 
This is where their first children were born. 



 
But my great grandfather, Raymond, was not one to be held back by 

circumstances. He was a smart man, a good carpenter and cabinetmaker as well as a 
good farmer. It did not take long for him to establish himself as a leading citizen of the 
community. He acquired a lot of good farmland and by the time his children were 
married he was able to give each of them enough land for a house and large farm.   
 

Raymond and Fannie had four children:Charlie B. Paul, born February 11, 1966, 
William L Paul, my grandfather, born October 8, 1869, Ammie L. Paul, born April 19, 
1872, and Bettie W. Paul, born November 25, 1876.   

 
As active civic leaders and devout Christians, the Pauls rose to be one of the 

leading families in Davis. In fact, master carpenter Raymond Paul built most of the main 
sanctuary of the First Baptist Church in Davis, which is still standing today. 
 

In the late 1880’s a gentleman 
named Barnard Leckler cam to Davis for 
goose and duck hunting.  He liked the area 
so well that he decided to build a home and 
hunting lodge there. Mr. Leckler purchased 
approximately 350 acres of land that 
included Davis 
Island and adjacent mainland property 
called “The Ridge.” A large lodge, known 
through the years as the “Big House” or 
“Davis House” was built by Raymond Paul 
for Mr. Leckler on Davis Island. 
 

For some time the lodge was the “Davis Island Hunting Club.” The property 
passed through several owners and is no 
longer used as a hunting facility.   
Privately owned, Davis Island or the “Big 
House” is still a beautiful place today. 
 

The clubhouse for the Carteret Gun 
and Rod Club, later the Core Banks Club, 
was built around 1902. Raymond Paul was 
head carpenter during construction. Built on 
Core Banks across the sound from Davis, all 
building materials had to be transported 
there by boat form the mainland. Ammie 
Paul,  Raymond’s third son, served as 
caretaker for the club in early years. 
 

For a poor boy raised on a farm with eleven brothers and sisters, thrust into a 
bloody conflict at age 18 without much knowledge of what it was all about, able to build 

Davis Lodge 

Core Banks Club 



a home and raise a family in those terrible reconstruction years following the war and to 
develop a reputation as a master carpenter and civic leader in the down east community 
of Davis, Raymond Paul, my great-grandfather didn’t do too badly. He died on March 24, 
1929 at age 86, which I believe makes him the last surviving soldier of the fall of Fort 
Macon. Raymond is buried beside his wife Fannie in the Paul family cemetery in Davis. 
 
References: 
·  Raymond L. Paul’s military history during the civil war was taken from copies of 

actual Company muster rolls provided by the NC Division of Archives and History. 
Paul Branch, Fort Macon Ranger and Historian, provided the brief history of the fall 
of Fort Macon on April 25, 1862 and related attachments. 

 
·  The pictures of “Big House” on Davis Island, the Gun and Rod Club on Core Banks 

and the picture of Raymond L. Paul were provided courtesy of Jack Dudley from his 
book Carteret County Wildfowl. Jack has authored a number of books on people, 
things and places in Carteret County. For anyone interested in Carteret County lore, 
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·  Most of the information on Raymond L. Paul’s personal life was taken from extensive 

notes written by my aunt, Daphne Paul.  
 


