Introducing the Fort Macon
Coastal Education and Visitors Center

April 27, 2008 ground was broken for the new ForthtaCoastal Education and

Visitors Center. Thanks to wonderful weather amcial-working crew steady progress has
been made on construction of the 22,547 squarebfateting. If construction stays on
schedule, the building will be occupied during Asgar September 2009, and will open to
the public that October. The Center will house bitlspace, a teaching auditorium,
conference room and administrative offices.

Through planning that began in 1994, the centdrpadvide a comfortable place for
visitors to gather and for groups of children addl& to enjoy educational programs and
presentations.

Construction funding of more than $8 million ismegiprovided by the North
Carolina Parks and Recreational Trust Fund. Adaigily, a grant from Access North
Carolina is funding production of a 15-minute fitmprovide visual access to people with
limited abilities enabling them to “visit” the tayf the Fort.

The center was designed by Hobbs Architects, P fRittsboro and construction is
being carried out by Daniels and Daniels ConstoucGo., Inc. from Goldsboro. The brick
and block design will reflect the appearance of1t82 year-old fort. The design includes
special details such as an outline of the fort #ilitoe etched in the archways at the building
entrances. In addition to being a beautiful builgitne facility is being constructed to
withstand 140 mph winds.

The Center will offer 4,000 square
feet of exhibit space with coastal ecology
being the primary focus. At the
groundbreaking Mr. Lewis Ledford,

Director of the NC Division of Parks and
Recreation, said that the large number of
visitors to Fort Macon “presents a
tremendous opportunity to teach the natural
history of our coast alongside the military
history of the fort itself.”




Work begins on the

Fill dirt is brought in to raise the floor six feet
higher than existing ground level.

Construction of the foundation for the
Center. Approximately 1,920 Ibs. of
concrete were needed.

Columns that will support arches at the
entrance to the Center.

Concrete floor and brick walls in place.




A wide array of exciting exhibits (examples are
shown on this page) are being developed by Design
Dimension, Inc of Raleigh. The exhibits will showea
coastal habitats and the effects of pollution on ou
fragile coastal ecology. The work of Dr. Elliott @5, a
noted surgeon and naturalist in the 1800’s, will be
featured prominently. Dr. Coues wrote his famKey
to North American Birdsvhile stationed at the Fort
from 1869-1870.

While exhibits on the history of the fort will
continue to be located in the fort itself, new duxisi at
the Center will tell about earlier forts that wéndlt to defend Beaufort Inlet.

In keeping with its environmental
theme, the center was designed to meet
sustainability standards of the Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
program of the United States Green Building
Council. It will include features such as
rainwater collection and low-flow water
systems, recycled construction materials and
preferred parking for alternative fuel vehicles.
Several exhibits will describe efforts
undertaken to meet LEED criteria. Across the
state efforts are underway for all State park
buildings to be LEED certified.

The project has had strong support from the Friefd®rt Macon who were
instrumental in keeping the center in front of sfagislators as an important need for the
park.

Once the Center is open, the need for additionainteers will be great. The
information desk will be manned during open hourth wolunteers greeting visitors and
providing information. In addition, a wide variety programming will be scheduled for the
auditorium. Volunteers may wish to share their kiealge of the fort or the area through
public presentations or workshops. Those interast@dlunteering should call the Park
Office at (252) 726-3775. Training for new volurrewvill likely begin in the spring of 2009.



